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I. The Guerilla War 


1. Nature of Guerilla Warfare 


The guerrilla war that is conducted in a hard, determined 
fashion, and with clear political claims, is an effective means to 
assist one’s own military and political struggle, and to harass and 
paralyze the enemy’s war effort, economy and politics through 
military subsidiary actions. 


In a guerrilla war, the lack of numbers and material is 
compensated for through special combat tactics, better knowledge 
of the land, daring decisions, cunning deception and utmost 
determination. 


The guerrilla war is not a momentary substitute, but an 
essential part of modern warfare. In desperate situations it is the 
ultimate means to defend freedom and life of the nation to the 
utmost. Conducted in conjunction with general military 
operations, clear political objectives and qualified means the 
guerrilla war can lead to success of decisive importance. This is 
particularly the case in a long war and in times of political 
upheaval. 


The guerrilla war is conducted in the frontline, the flanks, 
but most of all in the rear of the enemy and his country, in enemy 
occupied areas and in countries that are allied with the enemy or 
are important to his war effort, economy and politics. 


Aims of guerrilla warfare are: 
a) To harass, tie down and destroy enemy forces. 
b) To harass and destroy the enemy’s supplies, his transport 
means, his communications network, and his industrial and 
supply facilities. 


' Compare this statement with what occurred since WW2. How right they 
were! It almost seems as if all past world guerrilla movements have read and 
used this book step-by-step. And even if they didn’t, the development of guerrilla 
warfare since then has proven the statement and fundamentals of this book to be 
correct. 
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c) To exterminate all the enemy’s helpers and frustrate all 
enemy measures through ruthless combat. Violence against 
terror! 

d) To support regular army reconnaissance, intelligence and 
espionage. 


2. Organization 


The organization of guerrilla warfare has to adapt to the war 
situation, the terrain and the extent of control that the enemy 
exerts over the operational area. 


a) The guerrilla war is supported by frontline troops through 
raids, reconnaissance patrols and special assault detachments. 
Cut off units, groups of stragglers and soldiers on evasive 
action, also support. These missions in the frontline area are 
mostly of short duration. Every arising opportunity for such 
guerrilla action must be exploited quickly and skilfully by all 
units of the Wehrmacht. The troops are to be educated to solve 
these tasks by resourceful improvisation. 


b) It is the task of special assault detachments to bring combat 
action to the enemy’s rear area through carefully planned and 
far-sighted missions. These missions are the backbone of 
guerrilla warfare. Special assault detachments are also used to 
unleash and support the fight of local resistance groups. 


c) Originating out of the population, the guerrilla war is 
conducted by local resistance movements. Without support 
from the population or an armed power resistance groups 
cannot sustain themselves for long. This support must 
therefore be achieved and held by all means. 


The strength of employed units must be kept limited so that 
manoeuvrability is a well as the potential to hide, camouflage and 
rigidly direct command and control are maintained. It is therefore 
better to form new independent units instead of enlarging existing 
ones. 


Guerrilla warfare can only be executed with a large number 
of small units independently employed, but under one command. 
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3. Command principles 


The most important command principles for guerrilla 
warfare are the combination of clear methodical planning, with 
ruthless daring, in the execution of an operation. Careful and 
thorough examination of the possibilities for success is necessary 
when initiating the guerrilla war. 


The guerrilla war is executed in 3 stages: 


a) When beginning the guerrilla war it is necessary to limit 
action to passive resistance, one-man operations, or smallest 
size guerrilla groups, especially if the situation is unclear, the 
terrain unfavourable, or if the enemy exerts tight observation 
and control. At this stage, secret harassment and destruction 
missions have priority over combat ones. 


b) Missions of guerrilla groups, and guerrilla platoons in the 
strength of several guerrilla groups, with combat and larger 
destruction missions are only possible in favourable terrain, 
with the support of the population, and when the general 
situation is clearly understood. 


c) The last stage of the guerrilla war is the deployment of 
guerrilla task forces. This is possible in weakly secured areas, 
with the help of the population or the regular army, or with 
enduring support and resupply by air. 


Larger unit stages must include the foregoing. It must be 
avoided, that when operations of larger units are instituted, that 
those of the small and smallest units are stopped. 


Greatest care must be taken when converting from the 
combat form of the last stage of guerrilla war to the general 
uprising of the populations, and thus to the form and style of 
regular war. Premature timing for the uprising of the concentrated 
popular masses can destroy all achievements that have been won 
by guerrilla warfare up till then. 


In general planning as well as with each mission, the 
command must be dedicated to avoiding serious setbacks, because 
in guerrilla warfare, setbacks are much more grave than in regular 
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warfare. It is especially important to avoid open confrontation with 
superior enemy forces. After a successful raid, an immediate, far- 
reaching withdrawal is advised. 


Thorough reconnaissance is the prerequisite in order to 
avoid superior enemy forces, and choose profitable targets. The 
guerrilla war can only be conducted if one’s own reconnaissance is 
superior to that of the enemy. This is ensured by skilful use of 
scouts, through help from the population, but most of all by using 
informants along with an_ excellent information and 
communications network. Knowledge of the country and local area 
will simplify reconnaissance and often make difficult and enduring 
exploration unnecessary. 


Careful planning must unite itself with ruthless and daring 
boldness when carrying out a mission. Untiring and never 
lessening aggressiveness and activity are the most important 
prerequisites of success. The enemy must be hit, and the initiative 
taken again and again. Defensive actions are only a last means of 
self-defence in guerrilla warfare. 


Surprise over the enemy is achieved by secrecy, cunning in 
planning and daring raids. Surprise is the queen of the art of 
guerrilla warfare. Greatest possible manoeuvrability of the small 
guerrilla units, avoiding all patterns, using tricks and ruses, 
exploitation of darkness and terrain, quick comprehension and 
mastering of situations, careful camouflage, ambushes, raids and 
secret destruction missions are the means by which surprise is 
achieved. 


Psychological warfare must go hand-in-hand with combat 
activities. Every possibility to waken and strengthen the will for 
resistance in the population, to wear down the enemy’s morale and 
undermine his prestige must be used. 


The choice of the operational area for guerrilla units is the 
task of the higher command. Points to be considered are: 


a) the requirements of the political and regular army high 
command; 


b) the result of reconnaissance and intelligence; 
c) the suitability of terrain; 
d) the possibilities for resupply; 
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a) The requirements of the regular army high command are 
the most important considerations in guerrilla warfare. The 
following tasks may be assigned: 


1. To initiate and support local guerrilla warfare ambitions in 
the enemy’s sphere of influence as a means of political 
pressure and to disrupt his war industry. 


2. Obstruction of the enemy’s troop deployment. 


3. Preparation of the guerrilla unit’s own, far-reaching attack 
operations through local reconnaissance, as well as 
harassment of the rearward connections of the enemy. In the 
last days and hours before the attack, these activities should be 
increased up to a temporary paralysation of the enemy 
command, control and communications centres, as well as 
massive interruption of traffic ways. 


4. Cover of retrograde operations of the friendly forces 
through actions against the flanks of pursuing enemy attack 
spearheads, and against the supply lines of the enemy, that are 
lengthened in the course of his attack, and thus are vulnerable 
targets. 


5. Combat with all means to gain time in periods of weakness 
and after serious attacks in regular war. After a collapse and in 
seemingly hopeless situations, this fight, in the areas where 
the enemy is most vulnerable, must, under ruthless self- 
sacrifice, be increased to the utmost effectiveness. 


b) The result of their own and the regular army 
reconnaissance gives the guerrilla command information as to how 
far the requirements of the regular war high command can be 
satisfied and where especially valuable targets are found. Often the 
guerrilla command will exploit political or military possibilities for 
combat actions independently. 


C) The suitability of terrain in the planned operational area 
must be determined through reconnaissance or judged by men 
familiar with the country, because it strongly determines the 
combat possibilities and combat forms. 


d) The attitude of the population is of equally large 
importance for the choice of the operational area. A hostile attitude 
can make operations, even against important targets, almost 
impossible. Sufficient support from the population, on the other 
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hand, makes missions against a number of less valuable targets 
profitable because of the accumulating effect. 


e) The possibilities of resupply, by land, by sea or by air, must 
be considered thoroughly. They are contributory factors for the 
choice of the operational are and of the prime importance for the 
length of operations. 


4. Prospects of Success and Boundaries 


The prospects of success by means of guerrilla warfare are 
determined by the political, military and economic situation, the 
terrain, population density, traffic infrastructure, national 
characteristics and religious habits, the attitude of the population 
and most of all, by the toughness and combat effectiveness of the 
employed guerrilla units. 


Without a clear political will, the guerrilla war can achieve 
only temporary success, even if conducted with tactical skill. On 
the other hand, quick and lasting consequences can be expected, if 
the political and military high command recognize and exploit the 
advantages that the guerrilla operations have achieved. This must 
be done in a timely fashion and with utmost determination. 


The necessity of a reliable support network through secret 
assistance by the population in the operational area, dependence 
on help through strong friendly forces or continuous resupply by 
air, sets certain boundaries for the prospects of success of guerrilla 
warfare. 


The terrain strongly determines the possibilities and combat 
means of the guerrilla war. Covered, strongly undulated terrain 
with insufficient traffic infrastructure, poorly passable terrain, and 
most of all, wooded areas and mountains assist guerrilla missions. 
Open terrain with high population density and a well-developed 
traffic infrastructure presents great problems for the conduct of 
guerrilla warfare. Large cities and industrial areas offer, after 
adequate adaptation of the organization forms, good possibilities 
for the guerrilla actions. This is especially the case in the ruins of 
the destroyed larger settlements. 
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II. Formation of Guerrilla 
Units 


1. General Requirements 


In the guerrilla war, it is not the strength of the employed 
units and the mass of their weapons that give success, but the 
inner strength of the guerrillas, their daring, craftiness and 
ingenuity in exploring all favours of the terrain and helpful means. 
When forming and reinforcing guerrilla units, consideration must 
be taken of these factors. Suitable are volunteers, who, besides 
enthusiasm and willingness, have doggedness, toughness and 
ingenuity needed. Gaps in their military training can be closed. 


The variety of task performed by guerrilla unit makes it 
necessary that it not only include good soldiers, but also men with 
technical and practical skills, and such with political and 
propagandistic abilities. 


2. Leaders 


The correct choice and training of leaders is of decisive 
importance. The leader of a guerrilla unit should be demanding of 
himself and others, when conducting his mission. On the other 
hand, he must provide never-ending concern for the welfare of his 
men, thus maintaining the battle-worthiness of his unit. 


His daringness as a combatant, his leadership success and 
his unconditional fairness must waken confidence. Confidence is 
the fundamental of leadership in guerrilla units. 


The authority of the leader rests solely on his personality, not 
on rank and insignia. 

The leader of a guerrilla unit carries a high measure of 
responsibility. He has the same rights as a commander of an 
independently operating battleship, and he may impose any 
punishment — even death — to keep up discipline. 


Besides military proficiency and personality, a feeling for 
political and propagandistic possibilities is of high value for the 
leader of a guerrilla unit. 
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3. The Men 


The guerrilla must be an excellent soldier and unite the 
capabilities of an infantryman with those of an engineer. 
Furthermore, his mission requires from him a close relationship to 
nature, frugality and ingenuity in the exploitation of all means and 
makeshifts available. Through his behaviour towards the 
population, he must win the confidence and respect of all freedom- 
loving people. Weaklings and traitors must fear him like the 
plague. 

It is important that a large number of men know the 
operational area and are in command of the language of the 
country, yes even of the local dialect. 


Acquiring and training radio operators in due time must not 
be neglected in any case. Even women may be suitable. 


4. Order of Battle 


The strength of the guerrilla unit must adjust itself to the 
enemy situation, the mission and the terrain. 


In areas under tight observation and with insufficient cover 
and concealment, it is only possible to operate in smallest-size 
groups, which, at the utmost, may temporarily be united for a 
common mission. 


In sparsely occupied areas, or terrain with good possibilities 
for cover and concealment, stronger units can hold themselves. But 
even those units must always be structured into groups and 
platoons. 


The smallest independently operating unit is the guerrilla 
group. It consists of 1 leader and 4 guerrillas. Under difficult 
circumstances and for special tasks, reconnaissance or destruction 
missions, even smaller guerrilla teams may be employed. 


Formation of stronger groups is of doubtful usefulness. The 
guerrilla platoon consists of several guerrilla groups and a 
command squad with an overall strength of 10 leaders and 40 
guerrillas. Guerrilla platoons are to be employed where terrain and 
the enemy situation permit it. 


In especially favourable situations, for example in poorly 
secured, densely wooded, or mountainous areas, and when the 
guerrilla unit’s effect on the situation in the operational area has 
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progressed sufficiently, guerrilla task forces, which consist of 
several platoon, are to be formed. 


The following assignment of command tasks has proven 
itself effective for larger guerrilla platoons and guerrilla task 
forces: 


a) Leader 


b) Leader of the reconnaissance service and the command 
squad 


c) Leader for political questions 
d) Leader of the signal squad 

e) Weapons and material warder 
f) Doctor or medical orderly 

g) Cook 


h) Mess sergeant and accountant 


In smaller guerrilla platoons, several tasks must be united. A 
back-up must be named and instructed in the tasks, so that 
casualties do not cause interruptions. 


When the guerrilla warfare has grown to have even greater 
importance in an area, a local secret command staff must be set up. 
Liaison officers are to be attached to it. 


5. Armament 


The armament of the guerrilla units must be light. It must 
not hinder manoeuvrability, but on the other hand should enable a 
destructive firepower on a worthwhile close-range target. In the 
guerrilla group some of the guerrillas must therefore be equipped 
with lightweight automatic weapons, the rest being equipped with 
rifles. Pistol and daggers may also be of value.2 Hand grenades are 


> It is worth saying that modern weaponry has changed greatly. Automatic 
weaponry is now readily available. Shortened assault rifles, known as carbines, 
retain the firepower and range of standard rifles, while maintaining a low 
profile, concealability and decreased weight. However civilian gun laws often 
forbid fully automatic fire capabilities. There are many ways to circumvent the 
laws, most famous are “coat hangers” for AR-15s and “shoe strings” for AKs, 
which exploit a design feature and enables unrestricted fully automatic fire. 
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indispensable. Additionally, depending upon the mission, 
explosives are added to the equipment. 


It is very advantageous to use a silenced weapon and to have 
a sniper rifle. Also, some of the weapons should be equipped with 
luminous sights.3 


It may become necessary to equip guerrilla platoons with 
several machine guns and bazookas for certain missions. Especially 
in the mountains, it is advantageous to take along mortars.4 


Depending upon the situation and the mission, guerrilla task 
forces must carry heavier high angle- and anti-tank weapons. 


A uniform calibre of the armament is important because of 
ammunition resupply. Especially suited are all weapons with 
calibres that are common in the operational area. 


Supplementation and replacement of arms through 
procurement of enemy weapons, raids to obtain weapons and 
ammunition must be conducted. 


6. Equipment 


The equipment of the guerrilla soldier and the whole 
guerrilla unit must be adapted to the circumstances and the 
situation in the operational area. It must be also so light that 
manoeuvrability is not restricted. Appendix I may serve as a 
guideline.5 

It is best to carry the most necessary equipment pieces 
directly on the body, so that the guerrilla is still combat ready after 
losing or having to temporarily hide his rucksack. 


3 Recent improvements of holographic sight and red dot technology has 
made them very reliable and affordable. One should consider it a replacement 
for luminous sights. They offer better sight picture, are faster to aim with. 

4 Mortars are especially useful in guerrilla warfare, due to their indirect fire 
capability. One can fire from behind cover and take out the target without having a direct 
line of sight. 

5 There is a possibility to carry steel/ceramic armour plates for surviving 
bullet hits. But most of protective equipment adds a lot of weight, up to 10 kg per 
plate. This isn’t very lightweight and low profile. Kevlar vests offer lesser 
protection, but are light and can be easily hidden. One should not conduct more 
dangerous missions in belief of the armour protecting the guerrilla. It merely 
increases survival chances. Act as if one is without it. Use depending on the 
situation. 
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All pieces of equipment that are not constantly carried along 
must be hidden in concealed caches in the operational area. 
Suitable waterproof containers are needed therefore. 


7. Clothing 


The clothing must be adapted to the climate of the 
operational area, the task, and the duration of the mission. 


The uniform common with the infantry Jager units® of the 
Army is best suited. Except in large towns, the clothing of the 
peasant population in the operational area may always be used in 
emergencies.” 


Kidney warmers are good to keep healthy. 


It has been proven useful to take along several thin 
undergarments instead of one thick one. Thus, several different 
layers can be worn over each other, enabling a better adaption to 
the existing weather. The clothes must be impregnated against lice. 


Shoes with rubber soles, or sports shoes, are useful for 
special missions. 


® German: Jégerenheiten. There is no fitting translation for this term. Best 
suited might be the name “Ranger units”. 

Jagerenheiten have always been special units in the German armies. 
Because of their high manoeuvrability, capability to blend with the terrain and 
good marksmanship, they always were elite units. Jdgerenheiten are first 
mentioned in 1631, when the Duke of Hesse-Kossel formed three Jdger- 
kompanien. Mostly royal hunters, game wardens and other men, able to shoot 
well and familiar with nature, were employed in these units. 

In 1674, the Prussian Jager conducted sniper missions. Later, in 1740, 
Frederick the Great used Jager units in so-called small warfare. They operated 
outside the battle order, in the flanks and the rear of the enemy. After 1807, the 
Jager were mainly light infantry, but with special emphasis on reconnaissance, 
marksmanship, high manoeuvrability, and operations in difficult terrain. 

In 1942, the Wehrmacht formed Jager Divisions and special Jagdtruppen 
(,, Hunter groups“) that were mainly employed in counter guerrilla actions. The 
Jagdtruppen, later Jagdeinhelten, consisted of specially selected men from the 
Waffen SS. 

7 Use camouflage that corresponds to your area. Use deception whenever possible. 
Your army issue camouflage is most of the time ideal, since it was designed to be used in 
the terrain of your country. 
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III. Training 


1. Fundamentals 


Good infantry training is of great value to the guerrilla. 
Where it is lacking, the most important branches must be taught to 
the men: 


Weapon training, marksmanship, utilization of the terrain 
and combat training, close-quarter battle with and without 
weapons, close-quarter tank destruction and guerrilla battle 
technique in squad, group and platoon formation must be 
taught. 


Furthermore, engineer training is necessary to the extent 
that each guerrilla has a basic knowledge of barrier and obstacles, 
and can work with demolitions. 


As many as possible guerrillas as possible must be instructed 
in the special field of destruction and sabotage techniques. 


A practical instruction in first aid is indispensable because of 
the possibilities of becoming wounded.8 


The following principles must be held as valid for all training 
phases: 


All branches must be adapted to the special requirements of 
guerrilla warfare, living in the field and night combat. 
Everything not necessary must be dispensed with. Important 
aspects must be repeated again and again. It is more 
important to maximize manoeuvrability, the capability to 
adapt, the ingenuity and the “hunter” instinct, than it is to 
drill the men. 


2. Utilization of Terrain and Camouflage 


Proper utilization of the terrain and camouflage will enable 
to find concealment from the enemy in order to deceive, dupe and 
surprise him. One must offer only the very smallest and poorly 


8 This is very important. Guerrila troops are wearing next to none armour, since 
they require mobility and a low carrying weight capacity. Compared to other troops, they 
will be injured more often. Medical training is of utmost importance. 
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visible target possible, in case of discovery. Camouflage against air 
view must never be forgotten.9 


Utilization of the terrain requires the skilful use of all 
possibilities of cover and concealment, and consideration of the 
colour of the back-and underground. 


Sunlight and shadows must also be considered. The guerrilla 
must always be intent on offering only a small target. 


Camouflage is achieved by adapting to the surroundings with 
the help of natural and artificial means and by avoiding noticeable 
movements. 


The following points concerning cover and concealment 
must be remembered: 


a) Cover for campsites, halt- and rest areas during the march 
and when advancing is offered by mountains, hills, boulder, 
valleys, gulches, forests, hedges, bushes, cornfields, houses, 
barns, walls, fences, ditches, dirt piles, etc.*° The guerrilla 
sneaking up on the enemy guards must make use of even the 
smallest depression, furrow, dirt- and rockpile, more mound 
and brass bundle for cover and concealment. 


° Many modern aircraft are equipped with FLIR thermographic cameras. 
Such cameras are able to see heat sources up to several miles away. Forests are 
a good place to hide from them. Take this into consideration. 

0 Do not forget that you will leave tracks in a cornfield. Isolated barns are 
very difficult to escape from. Security aspects must be considered. 
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Picture 1. Utilization of small cover 


b) Consideration of the colour of the back- and underground 
is necessary; for example, the grey-green uniform offers no 
camouflage against light yellow-coloured sand. Especially to 
be considered is the contour against the sky, which the 
guerrilla offers to the eye of the enemy when advancing over 
hills and even the smallest elevations. This contour effect is 
not only a give-away at daytime, but also during bright nights. 


Picture 2. Consideration of back- and underground. 
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c) Every shadow offers good camouflage. 


a 
Re ese OM See Syms i) 
Ai : v8 . } 


ait 


oe wher 
- Sontoad, a 


Picture 3. Shadows and camouflage agAITaE air 
observation. 


d) The guerrilla must always take care that he offers only as 
small target as possible. 


Picture 4. Minimizing the target. 


e) The most important natural camouflage means are: small 
trees, twigs, grass, moss, wheat, herbs, leaves etc. 
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Face and hands must be subdued with dirt, soot or grease 
paint; in the winter, with blackboard chalk or flour. When 
camouflaging campsites, it is advisable to replant small trees, 
bushes, grass and moss. The camouflage thus becomes more 
natural and does not wither as fast. 


f) The most common artificial camouflage means are: the tent 
canvas, blankets, camouflaged uniforms, camouflaged poncho 
shirts, large camouflage nets to cover the face and the 
shoulders. 


Camouflage poncho shirts and snow poncho shirts are easily 
self-made. Old clothing pieces, fishing nets and rope are also 
of value. These artificial camouflage means may be 
supplemented with natural means like twigs, grass etc. 
Different coloured rags, bundles of bast and paper can be tied 
to nets. It is useful to attach eyelets and bands to the cap, so 
that camouflage may be quickly attached and changed. 
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Picture 5. Small camouflage net. 


g) Avoiding all sudden movements is part of camouflaging. At 
dusk and in the dark only quick movements and sounds are 
noticeable. 


23 


44-Werwolf 


The following rules must be followed: 
Always remember: How does the enemy now see me? 
Don’t forget to adapt your camouflage to your surroundings! 
Avoid sudden movement! 


They destroy all camouflage efforts. And pay attention to 
shape, shine and shadow. 


3. Navigation in terrain 


The simplest way to navigate in terrain is to know the 
operational area thoroughly. 


The guerrilla must therefore be taught to remember special 
orientation features that are easily recognized by day (dominant 
heights, church towers, factory chimneys, single trees, field barns, 
groups of boulders etc.). In order to orientate himself at dusk and 
in the night, he must remember their contours. 


He must also memorize dominant lines which can serve him 
as conduction lines during night marches. Such lines are fences, 
walls, hedges, waterways, high-tension power lines, forest edges, 
dams, railways, streets, tracks etc. 


When conduction lines and orientation points can easily be 
mistaken for other, additional features must be memorized for 
verification so that mistakes are ruled out. 


In uniform terrain, especially in forests, orientation points 
and conduction lines are very important. At crossroads, for 
example, the guerrilla must memorize the specific feature in order 
to find the right way. Gaps in the skyline, dominant treetops, path 
starting points etc. serve as additional reference verification signs 
at uniform forest edges. 


Certain important distances should always be estimated and 
memorized together with the conduction lines and orientation 
points. Evaluation of the number of steps from one orientation 
point to the next also is a good means of easily finding the right 
way at night. 


When using a map to plan a night march, orientation points 
and conduction lines can be memorized with its help. This helps to 
avoid having to use a light when referring to the map in the dark. 
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This helps to avoid having to use a light when referring to the map 
in the dark. 


If the terrain is totally unknown, or if the guerrilla is lost, the 
first step in order to find the right way is to determine the 
navigational directions. The following principles may be used: 


a) The position of the sun is fairly accurately in the east at 
0600 hour, in the southeast at 0900, in the south at 1200 hours, in 
the southwest at 1500 hours and in the west at 1800 hours. 


b) A good method to determine the southern direction is by 
the use of the watch. Hold the watch level and point the small hand 
towards the sun. When the angle between the hour-hand and the 
12 is cut in half, this line, extended forward before noon and 
backward in the afternoon, point to the south. 


30: 7O: 
7y~ Py 


Picture 6. Determining the Southern Direction 
with the Pocket Watch 


Left: morning 0630 h. 
Right: Afternoon 1500 h. 
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C) At night the northern direction is found with the help of the 
North Star. It is found by extending the distance between the rear 
two start of the Big Dipper approximately 5 times. 


Picture 7. North Star and the Big Dipper 
1. North Star 2. Big Dipper 


d) At night the directions can also be determined by the 
position of the moon: the full moon is exactly opposite the sun and 
thus in the southwest at 0300 hours and in the west at 0600 
hours. The first quarter of waxing moon stands where the sun was 
6 hours ago; for example, in the west at 2400 hours. The last 
quarter of a waning moon stands where the sun will stand after 6 
hours; for example, in the east at 2400 hours. 


In order to determine one’s own position with the help of a map, it 
must first be aligned with true north with the help of the sun or 
one of the other means; then the surrounding area is checked for 
terrain features that are easily found on the map (streets, churches, 
dominant hills etc.). These points are then compared with the 
picture of the map so that one’s own position can be ascertained. 


Determination of a certain terrain point is achieved as 
follows: Mark your own position on the map, choose a clearly 
visible terrain feature that is not too near (e.g. church) and align 
the map to it. The upper edge of the map now points north. If other 
terrain features are sighted along a line marked from one’s own 
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position with the help of a ruler or pencil, the line on the map must 
lead to the wanted terrain point. 


The difficulties of navigating in unknown terrain, especially 
in forests and at night, make it necessary that every guerrilla learn 
how to use a compass. 


When using a compass, hold it away from steel and iron 
objects (e.g. gun) as far as possible because the needle will 
otherwise be deflected. With the help of the compass, maps can be 
aligned with the true north, direction may be determined and a 
plotted course can be maintained with the help of a compass 
bearing. 

The compass, next to the sun, is the most practical means by 
which to navigate. Each guerrilla must therefore be trained in its 
use. Help therefore is given in Annex II. 


4. Reporting and Communications 


Reliable, quickly transmitted reports and messages are 
fundamental to the security and command of the guerrilla unit. 


The guerrilla must be taught to observe attentively and to 
avoid unclear and exaggerated statements. He must transmit or 
deliver important messages quickly. 


Signals that are clearly visible or well understood over long 
distances are best suited to transmit simple messages, warning and 
orders. They must be arranged well in advance and changed from 
time to time. Too many signals with various meanings are to be 
avoided. They can cause more confusion rather than help. 


It is especially important to arrange signals with the 
sympathizers in the population. These signals mostly serve as a 
warning. Such signals may be: opening or closing of curtains, 
hanging out of wash or unsuspicious clothes, putting on lights in 
certain rooms and so on. These signs can mean: “Danger of 
enemy”, “No danger”, “Enemy in the village” or “Enemy in the 
house”. They can also indicate that the sympathizer has an 
important message for the unit. 


All guerrillas acting as observers, scouts or guards 
must consider the following points when reporting: 


Can the message be given with a signal? 


Is it necessary to send a messenger? 
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Must the message be in writing? 


Is it necessary to draw a sketch? 


All oral or written messages must be checked for the 
possibility of sending a part of the message immediately with a 
simple sign. 

This is especially important for warnings. Written messages 
must be avoided as much as possible. 


All messages must clearly state: 
What have I seen myself? 


What has a comrade noticed? 
Which reports are from the population? 


What is speculation? 


Reports from the population must have indication as to how 
trustworthy the message seems; presumptions must be explained. 
It must always be considered that even calm men cannot observe 
clearly during a combat situation and tend to exaggerate due to 
excitation. 


The following must be followed: 
When was the observation made? 


What was observed (e.g. a platoon, 2 cannons etc.)? 


Which enemy activity was observed (determine the exact 
position)? 


The further intention of the message’s sender must always be 
included. Each messenger and courier must know to whom the 
message is addressed, where he will find the addressee, and what 
he must do if he cannot find him, and respectively after he has 
delivered the message. He must memorize the contents of the 
message so that he can destroy the message when in danger. The 
messenger must not give away the position of the leader’s 
perimeter through wrong conduct. He must detour and cut back 
very often. Written messages should not be signed nor have an 
address on them. Simple signs are sufficient. Code names and 
abbreviations used in the guerrilla unit may also be employed. 
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Messages from helpers out in the population can be hidden 
in predetermined “mailboxes”. Well suited for this purpose are: 
hollow trees, cracks in walls etc. 


When using such mailboxes. It is advisable to agree on a sign 
in the vicinity indicating that a message has been left. This helps to 
avoid having to check the dead mailbox. 


Use of flashing signals lights is only possible if the enemy 
situation permits it. In the mountains, they are of use in order to 
avoid difficult, time-consuming message deliveries through to the 
valleys. Care must be taken that these flashing messages are coded. 
It is best to use only short signs. Long enduring blinking should be 
avoided. 


Pigeons may be given to reconnaissance patrols in order to 
bring important messages to the higher command. 

Radio transmission is indispensable in a guerrilla war when 
lacking other technical means of communications. Training of 
good radio operators in due time and far-sighted acquisition of 
replacements must never be neglected, even when lacking 
sufficient number of radio sets at the moment. Employment of 
women for this task is possible. 


5. Close-quarter Battle 


The training in close-quarter battle must be conducted in a 
guerrilla-like, sporting way. It should enable the guerrilla to: 


a) Fight with the spade, dagger or without weapon and not 
depend solely upon his firearm, 


b) Overwhelm an enemy silently when encountering him 
unexpectedly (especially at night), 


c) Overwhelm a guard silently, 
d) Break a hold, and deliver defensive blows and punches 


Close-quarter battle must therefore be practiced again and 
again. Strict regulation cannot be given, but when disposing of a 
guard, the following points must be observed: 


Only especially skilful guerrillas should be employed for the 
task. 


Leave unnecessary equipment. 
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Wear shoes with rubber soles or sports shoes, or take off 
your boots. 


Sneak to a secure position near the guard and study his 
habits, then sneak to the place best suited for the attack. 


When jumping on the guard and hitting him, make sure he 
cannot cry out. 


Depending upon orders, drag the guard away or dispose of 
him. 


Take away papers, weapons, equipment etc. 


Disappear quickly or carry on with your mission. 


When practicing to break a hold, it is important that the 
guerrilla learns to react energetically and quickly so that he is able 
to overwhelm an enemy who is superior in construction. It is not 
necessary for the guerrilla to know a large variety of close-quarter 
battle methods. It is better that those which suit him best become 
second nature. 


Blows and punches against vulnerable parts of the body are 
mostly executed with the fist or the of the hand. Kicks against the 
knee or shins can drop an enemy to the ground before he is able to 
react. 


The following parts of the body are best attacked 
with blows and punches: 

Temple, base of the nose, upper lip, neck, Adam’s apple and 

back of the neck; Main arteries, heart, kidneys, groin. 


6. Roadblocks 


Roadblocks are an important means of guerrilla warfare. 
They are employed together with ambushes to hinder pursuit by 
motorized troops and to harass enemy traffic. The effectiveness of 
obstacles can be multiplied through the use of hidden explosive 
charges. 


The guerrilla group must always be able to set up simple 
roadblocks with the means available. 


Training must enable the guerrillas to choose and build an 
obstacle best suited for the number of men and means available. 
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When ambushing on heavily frequented roads, obstacles in 
the form of mines must be employed. These should be detonated 
electrically or by tripwire. 


To hinder pursuit or in harassment operation, antitank 
mines or improvised mines with pressure or relief-pressure 
detonators may be used successfully. Mines must always be 
carefully camouflaged. 


Destruction of bridges made of iron, masonry of wood by 
demolition, requires considerable amounts of explosives and 
thorough instruction in handling of explosives and fuses and in 
calculating the charges. This is a subject of special instruction and 
regulation. 


Even without explosives and mines, guerrilla groups can set 
up obstacles that will effectively hinder the enemy: 
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a) Single trees are chopped down so that a stump of about to 1 
to 1 2 meter’s height is left standing. The treetop must fall in 
the direction of the enemy, and the whole width of the street 
must be obstructed. 
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Picture 9. Notches for the Direction of Fall. 


b) Tree blockades are made by cutting down trees over a 
distance of 20 to 30 meters. The trees should fall crosswise 
over each other, with the treetops towards the enemy and 
outwards so that visibility into the obstacle is obstructed. Only 
trees in favourable positions are cut. 
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Picture 10. Tree Blockade. 


c) Wire obstacles are set up at an angle to the road axis with a 
height of 1 to 1.20 meters using strong trees and with 
additional anchorage by strong pegs. Wire obstacles are very 
efficient against cars and motorcycles. 


Picture 11. Wire Cable Blockade. 


d) Destroying a road: The road is dug out over its complete 
width, 2 to 3 meters wide and 1 meter deep. The earth is 
thrown down the embankment. 
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This obstacle is very effective in mountains on roads that run 
along slopes. Repair of the street is complicated if the bottom 
of the ditch is angled downhill. 


eh 
v mS A 


re 
| aes : 


eae 13. Destroying a Road. 


e) Wrecking of wooden bridges is sufficiently effective if the 
planks and support beams of some parts of the whole bridge 
are removed. Destruction is completed by sawing through or 
removing the supports. The wood must be removed or 
rendered useless by chopping or cutting it. 
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Against armoured vehicles and light reconnaissance tanks, the 
wrecking can be camouflaged by sawing the beams only 
halfway thought. The bridge will collapse after a vehicle has 
driven on it. 


f) If it requires a long time to prepare the incendiary 
destruction of wooden bridges. The fire must be nourished 
from below. Therefore, a large quantity of inflammable 
material like tar, pitch, oil, gasoline, petroleum, straw etc. is 
necessary and must be fastened under every beam. Hanging or 
setting up containers (barrels, Jerry cans) filled with tar, 
petroleum, oil etc. directly under the planks, pouring engine 
oil over the bridge before igniting it and so forth, accelerate 
the destruction. Sufficient draft is created by removing some 
planks. Destruction of a bridge by burning it down requires 5 
to 10 hours. 


Long lasting obstruction of a road is achieved by erecting 


several echelons of barriers in depth. 


The effect of barriers is multiplied by phony obstacles. They 


must be identical to real barriers. Phony barriers should be erected 
in connection with real ones or in alternation with real ones. 


A phony barrier will only be effective if the enemy notices it 


and if he has encountered a similar real obstacle before. If mines 
have already exploded in the direction of the enemy, motor 
vehicles will be easily stopped by: 


a simple wire or wire rope 

a conspicuous sign on the road 

fresh tar spots on the asphalt of the road 

brushed spots on cobblestones 

freshly repositioned cobblestones 

dug up and refilled holes 

iron pieces or pieces of wooden planks placed on the earth 
wires leading into the earth near chopped down trees 


When setting up phony barriers, a great variety should be 


tried. 
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In general, the following fundamentals must be observed 
when setting up barriers: 


a) It should not be possible to bypass the barrier. 


b) The enemy should come upon the barrier unexpectedly 
(behind curves, bushes etc.) 


c) The barrier should be watched and be under control by 
one’s own fireteam or reinforced through hidden charges. 


Large barriers (tree blockades, destruction of roads, 
wrecking and burning of bridges) which require more men and 
longer time can only be accomplished under favourable 
circumstances. Help of the population is mostly necessary. When 
laying mine barriers, care must be taken that other persons do not 
observe the work. 
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IV. Tactics 


1. Reaching the Operational Areas 


The operational area can be reached: 


a) Bystaying behind the operational area 


This possibility is only given in mobile warfare and during 
enemy offensives. It is most favourable if the guerrilla unit can stay 
behind in the predetermined operational area within the battle 
zone out of which the guerrilla unit can march into the operational 
area under greatest possible cover and concealment. It is very 
difficult or almost impossible to stay behind in areas where the 
points of main battle support are. 


Supply and weapons caches must be set up in due time. 


The guerrilla unit hides itself in well-camouflaged foxholes, 
dense, vast pine forests, field-ruins, cellars etc. in the order to stay 
behind. 


Picture 14. Foxhole 
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b) Secret passage through enemy lines in times of static 
battle action. 


If circumstances permit, the whole guerrilla unit must 
infiltrate to a favourable sector at a favourable time. Friendly 
troops must support them with all means available. 


Suited therefore are quite sectors of the most front line that 
are secured mainly by fortified strongpoints, densely wooded 
terrain, out of which concealed routes into the operational area can 
be found. 


Dark nights and favourable weather; rain, fog, snow and 
gusty winds, must be exploited. 


Field-ruins, mining installations, and other complex built-up 
industrial districts are hard to oversee and also favour infiltration. 
A rendezvous point (RV) with good cover and concealment must be 
arranged if the guerrillas are to pass through enemy lines on their 
own. A RV is also important and therefore must be ordered if the 
unit is forced to disperse. 


A certain waiting period must be ordered for the RV. 
Instruction must be given in the case that a guerrilla comes late. 


After the successful passage through enemy lines, the 
guerrilla unit must cautiously advance into the enemy’s rear area 
as far as possible and lay up in a good hide-out before dawn. 


c) Forced passage. 


Where a secret passage through enemy lines is not possible, 
an attack of temporarily united guerrilla units through enemy lines 
may be in order. In some cases, such attacks may be conducted 
solely for this purpose. 


Daring thrusts of tank packs into the enemy’s rear promise 
success in some cases. The guerrillas will dismount where there is 
possible undercover. All forced passages are difficult and therefore 
only to be used as a last possibility. 


d) Over water or through the air by parachute drop or 
air landing in the operational area or near it (See 
Annex ITI) 


All identification papers, letters, photos, and anything else 
that may give the enemy intelligence clues must be turned in prior 
to the mission. False, misleading documents and papers may be 


38 


Combat Instruction Manual 


taken along. It is also necessary that the guerrilla memorize a well- 
planed cover story (past life, family, mission, own unit) so as to 
deceive the enemy’s intelligence. 


2. Selection of Targets for Destruction and 
Combat 


In most cases, the leader of a guerrilla unit has the freedom 
to choose his targets within the boundaries drawn by his mission. 
In unclear situations, he will restrict himself to small actions in 
order to find out how the enemy reacts and which attitude the 
population takes. 


With greater knowledge about the enemy and the attitude of 
the population, he will go on to larger actions. These must stay 
within the boundaries set by his mission, his unit’s strength, the 
enemy situation and the terrain. 


The golden rule that severe setback must be avoided in 
guerrilla warfare must never be forgotten. Several successful small 
actions hurt the enemy more than half-successful large operation. 
An unsuccessful operation often leads to total destruction of the 
unit; thus, the intention connected with its mission would not be 
fulfilled. 


3. Reconnaissance and Intelligence 


Careful reconnaissance must give the leader of a guerrilla 
unit the fundamental information he needs to make decisions. It 
may also be of importance for the general planning of the guerrilla 
unit’s and the regular war command. 


The general aim of reconnaissance is to determine the enemy 
situation in respect to the strength, location of staffs and units, 
movements, intentions and combat strength. 


Guerrilla warfare targets require careful reconnaissance and 
observation of troop barracks, officer and functionary quarters, 
fuel, ammunition and food depots of the enemy, his security 
measures and habits, his traffic routes and communication 
installations. 


Furthermore, the attitude of the population in the 
operational area and the effect of the guerrilla unit’s activity on the 
enemy and the population is of importance. 
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The main effort lies on the detection and reconnaissance of 
suitable targets and gaps in the enemy’s security measures. 


Immediate guerrilla warfare reconnaissance is conducted by 
scouts and small reconnaissance parties, but most of all by men of 
confidence and occasional helpers out of the population. The 
results of reconnaissance will be insufficient without the willing 
and understanding help of the population. This help must 
therefore be sought after. 


The scout should see everything without himself being seen. 
Besides his special mission, he must always keep the security of his 
unit in mind; he must give warning in due time if danger threatens. 


If the scout cannot avoid combat, he must strive to destroy 
the enemy quickly. The dead enemy is searched for identification 
papers, letters, notebooks and other sources of information; his 
corpse is hidden to prevent early discovery and pursuit. 


It is often favourable for scouts to disguise themselves as 
local inhabitants. 


Greatest caution must be taken when questioning local 
residents. The important question must be placed unsuspiciously 
among other unimportant ones. 


It is very important that the scout avoids leaving tracks or 
covers those that he has made. 


He avoids enemy controls by bypassing them on hidden 
paths. Occasionally it is right to boldly mingle in the traffic on a 
busy main road. 


Permanent informants and occasional helpers out of the 
population will often deliver the most valuable information 
because they can constantly observe the enemy activities without 
difficulty. 

The most important task of the reconnaissance service 
therefore is to install a network of informants. A continuous 
surveillance must be ensured in the cities, command centres and 
traffic junctions. Well suited as informants and occasional helpers 
are persons that are in the contact with the occupation forces. This 
is especially the case if they have access to the camps and barracks 
like innkeepers, door-to-door salesmen, barbers, and personnel 
from stores delivering goods. 
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It will be of the greatest value if individual soldiers, that are 
dissatisfied or ideologically close to the guerrilla unit, or persons 
attached to the enemy’s army can be won as informants. 


Untrained informants must be given exact instruction as to 
which information is of value. 


In order to avoid endangering the informant, a “mailbox” is 
agreed upon. This means that he is ordered to leave his 
observations and information at a certain hiding place. 
Occasionally an unsuspicious rendezvous is arranged with him. 
This may be in the traffic stream of a busy street, on market days, 
in front of food distribution points, stores, and in heavily 
frequented public offices. 


Usable reconnaissance results are often only obtained after 
long and patient observation. 


If other sources bring no results, it may become necessary to 
take a prisoner in order to question him. The best time therefore is 
during a rainy night. 

Usable results are often obtained by listening in on the 
enemy’s radio communication and tapping his telephone wires. 
See special instruction for this. 


The reliability of all reconnaissance elements and sources 
must be constantly controlled by comparison and _ rechecking. 
Important decisions must only be based on information that has 
been verified through several independent sources. 


After the target has been determined, the information 
obtained by intelligence must be supplemented by a thorough 
reconnaissance of the terrain around the target. It is very 
important to find concealed routes from the approach and 
withdrawal. A sketch of the area is of value. 


Often the reconnaissance activity will be determined by order 
from the Wehrmacht. 
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Guerrilla units almost always march at night. Bad weather 
must be exploited. They avoid dwellings, roads and paths that are 
often used. When forced to use paths and tacks, greatest caution 
must be exercised; marching at the edge or parallel to the path 
lessens the danger. The march of the guerrilla unit must be a 
steady cautious advance. 


\\inaa 


Picture 15. Noiseless walking 
Left: On soft ground 
Middle: On hard ground 
Right: On grass 


It is best to advance from sector to sector with frequent silent 
halts in order to listen and observe. 


The march of the guerrilla platoon is secured by advance 
scouts. Larger units employ an advance party and a rear guard. In 
general, it is not necessary to secure the flanks spreading out too 
much attracts the attention of the enemy. The advance party must 
always be intent to avoid terrain that makes a silent advance 
impossible. 


Before reaching defiles and areas with little cover and 
concealment, scouts are sent out to reconnoitre and secure the 
march route and the flanks. The guerrilla unit waits in combat 
readiness until they return. These scouts must also advance from 
sector to sector. Communication between the scout and the unit is 
achieved with the help of unsuspicious signs (animal sounds, 
visual signs). The meaning of these signs must often be changed. 
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Greatest care must be taken to avoid, or respectively, to cover 
tracks. Where this is not possible, the enemy must be deceived 
with false tracks and by cutting back. 


It is strictly forbidden to smoke during a march. 


Marches will only be conducted at daytime when it is 
absolutely necessary. In this case, every possibility for cover and 
concealment must be used in order to avoid detection by ground or 
air surveillance. Long detours are often unavoidable. 


The behaviour of domestic animals, wild beasts and birds 
must be observed because it is often possible to draw conclusions 
as to the presence of humans out of it. 


If the unit comes upon single local inhabitants, they must be 
taken along under the pretence that they are needed as couriers or 
guides. While they are with the unit, they must be questioned and 
deceived as to the real intentions of the unit through conversation 
conducted for this purpose between members of the unit. Finally, 
they must be sent off in a misleading direction. 


Security measures must be taken immediately during longer 
march rest periods. The guerrillas securing the area must be able 
to provide heavy firepower. Before resting, the unit must cut back. 
The area for the rest must offer good cover and concealment as 
well as fields of fire against any enemy following the tracks of the 
unit. When continuing the march, even after a short rest, a 
personnel check must be made so that nobody is left behind. 


Picture 16. Cutting Back Before Resting 
The rest area is designated by a circle. 
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Preparatory intelligence and reconnaissance give the leader 


the information he needs in order to plan an operation. When he 
has reached a decision, he must reconsider the plan of operation he 
intends to conduct and talk it over with his men. Where the 
possibility is given, he must practice important details with them. 


a) 


b) 


c) 


d) 


e) 


When planning, the following points must be observed: 


Place! — Where? Where is the target? Which routes of 
approach? Which routes for withdrawal? Which advantages 
of terrain can I exploit? 


Time! — When? When is the best time for the operation? At 
night? During the day? During moonlight? During complete 
darkness? When do the guards change? When is the target 
not secured strongly? 


Forces! — Who? Who is guarding/securing the target? 
Regular army? A special unit? Language? How strong? 
Positions of guards? Attitude of the population living near 
the target? Who will execute the operation? Required 
strength? Distribution of tasks. 


Combat means! — What? What means for destruction is 
necessary in order to conduct the operation? Amount of 
explosives and incendiaries? Which type of weapons? Which 
type of special clothing? Which equipment? Which helpful 
aids will I find at the target? 


Execution! — How? The key-words ,,Where? — When? — 
Who? — What? — How?” are mainly intended for the 
planning of interdiction operations. Used accordingly, they 
may also be considered when planning other operations. 


6. Interdiction Operation 


In the first phase of guerrilla warfare, interdiction operations 


are of prime importance. 


The parts of this phase are directed against targets in the 


enemy’s rear: 
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a) Supply of the enemy’s attack spearheads: fuel, 
ammunition, equipment, maintenance services; 


b) Railway installations: rails, railways bridges, train 
stations, signal boxes, turntables, switch points, 
communication and signal means, repair shops; 


c) Bridges on supply routes; 


d) Transport facilities: trucks, cars, trailers, tractors, 
locomotives, railway wagons, airplanes, horse-drawn carts; 


e) Air traffic: airports, airfields, hangars; 


f) Oil pipelines, fuel dumps, tank trucks, filling 
stations; 


g) Ammunition dumps, food stores, equipment stores; 


h) Communication installations: telegraph and telephone 
lines and transmitting stations, broadcasting stations, radio 
communication installations; 


i) Installations at waterways, floodgates, lifting 
tackles; 


j) Mines and industrial plants of all sorts. 


They are executed through demolitions, incendiaries, and as 
a last resort, by other mechanical means. Thorough instruction on 
the means used for destruction is a prerequisite to success. 
Technical instructions therefore must be extracted from engineer 
manuals and special handbooks. 


The tactical planning and the execution of interdiction 
operations require caution, cunning and ingenuity. 


When preparing such an operation, the following 
must be considered: 


a) Which is the most vulnerable part of the target? 


b) Which essential part of the installation can be destroyed 
and which means are necessary — gunfire, demolition, or 
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incendiaries? Therefore, what is needed and what strength is 
necessary? 


c) At which time of the day should the raid be conducted — 
daytime, in the night, or at the dawn? 


d) Which signs will signal the beginning and the end of the 
attack on the enemy installation? 


e) Which routes are best suited for approach and withdrawal? 
Where is the rendezvous point (RV) after the execution of the 
operation? 


Surprise is the main prerequisite for success. 


Therefore, absolute secrecy of all preparations is necessary. 
All communication lines leading away from the enemy installation 
are severed when the raid starts. 


Even in small-scale operations, a clear distribution of 
destruction, security and combat tasks is necessary. 


A security party secures, protects or warns against surprise; a 
destruction party destroys the target. Small units must avoid 
combat. 


In larger scale operations a reserve is held back in order to 
break unforeseen resistance and cover the withdrawal of the unit 
after execution of the operation. The reserve should primarily be 
equipped with a sufficient number of automatic weapons. The 
reserve party can cover the withdrawal with gunfire and by laying 
out mines or booby traps. With the latter, it is possible to gain a 
considerable amount of time. 


In larger scale operations, simultaneous diversionary and 
feint attacks, ambushes along the road leading to the target, or 
mining of these routes can occasionally be advantageous. 


When strong enemy firepower can be expected, his possible 
fire plan must be considered during the planning. 


The instructions under number 9 are valid for the 
withdrawal. 


7. Ambush 


Next to interdiction operations, the ambush is one of the 
most promising means of waging guerrilla warfare. It is successful 


46 


Combat Instruction Manual 


if the enemy is completely surprised. This can be achieved through 
careful planning and occasionally by skilful and quick 
improvisation. 

The smaller the operation, the easier its execution and the 
larger the possibility of avoiding failure. 


The approach to the ambush site must be unnoticed by the 
enemy and the population, Enemies met by chance must be killed 
inconspicuously. Local inhabitants must be detained for the 
duration of the operation. If necessary, the operation must be 
cancelled. 


The ambush must be set up in suitable terrain. Areas that are 
too obvious as ambush sites like defiles, hollows etc. must be 
avoided. Well suited on the other hand are inconspicuous positions 
in hedges, forest edges, cornfields, settlements and gardens, 
especially if they offer possibilities of covered and concealed 
withdrawal. 

Patient, noiseless and motionless waiting, often over a longer 
period of time, are necessary when laying in ambush. 

Fire only opens up when the order or predetermined sign is 
given. In larger scale ambushes, the advance party should be 
allowed to pass in order to hit the more valuable targets following. 
If sufficient forces are available, a separate ambush may be set up 
for the expected advance party. Fire on the advance party may 
open up only after the main ambush is sprung. 

In smaller operations, only weaker enemy units, that can be 
completely destroyed, are ambushed. 

The most effective arms in ambushes are automatic weapons. 
Their effect is greatly multiplied if mortars etc. can also be 
employed. Where it is possible, the ambush should be combined 
with minefields. 

The picture 17, 18 and 19 give a guideline as to how 
ambushes may be set up. 

Ambushes are set up at: 


a) Roads 
b) Railroads 


Hereby the following peculiarities must be observed: 
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In ambushes at streets, it must always be considered that the 
enemy will secure his march routes and watch over them, 
with patrols, security elements reconnaissance parties and 
airplanes. 


The ambush must therefore be camouflaged so well, that 
enemy security elements and stronger enemy units, that are 
allowed to pass, do not notice it. Reconnaissance must be 
continued during a larger operation in order to make an 
unexpected enemy attack impossible. The tasks of security 
and reconnaissance elements, on one side, and combat 
reserve elements, on the other, must be closely and carefully 
defined. 


Picture 17. Road ambush of a Guerrilla Group 


Three guerrillas open up fire from the flanks. A machine gun 
or two guerrillas then fire on and along the road and 
especially into the read-ditches. 

When ambushing motorized march columns, the front of the 
column must be forced to stop. This is done by using 
barriers. Only then is fire opened up on the vehicles. 


"| This proposed ambush is most similar to the one in which Montgomery’s 


cavalry officer, John Poston, was killed. 
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b) 


Picture 18. Road Ambush of a Guerrilla Platoon 


It is very advantageous if a small guerrilla unit can execute 
ambushes at various roads in short order. The enemy is thus 
deceived into thinking that the area is infested with guerrilla 
units. This forces the enemy to employ intensive security 
measures and ties up a larger number of his troops. When 
this has been achieved, the main effort of the guerrilla unit is 
shifted to other operations. 


In ambushes at railways the aim is to completely destroy as 
much material and enemy personnel as possible. Ambushes 
at railways are the task of larger guerrilla units, platoons or 
corps. Smaller units may conduct demolition of rails and 
harassment by occasional gunfire. 


Ambushes at downhill sections of the railway, and if possible, 
at a curve in connection with mines, are potentially 
worthwhile. Obstruction of longer duration are thus 
achieved; also, the curve can be covered more easily by 
gunfire. 
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Picture 19. Railway Ambush of a Guerrilla Platoon 


The ambush site should be away from fortifications, railway 
stations, and junctions as far as possible in order to avoid 
quick intervention by enemy security forces. Communication 
wires must also be cut. 


Before the operation, intelligence and reconnaissance must 
concentrate on observing traffic density, protective 
measures, and who occupies the trains. 


During the operation, every guerrilla group and every single 
guerrilla must know exactly which task they have been given. 


After successful demolitions, the main impact of the gunfire 
must be directed against the cars that are damaged least. 
Soldiers jumping out of the train must be taken with fire 
from the flanks. Possible cover near the train must be 
controlled by gunfire. 


In most cases a sign for the opening of fire is not necessary. 
It is opened up with the explosion of the mines and the 
derailing of the train. It is very important that a sign for 
cease-fire be predetermined in order to avoid endangering 
the guerrilla groups that have been assigned the task of 
destroying the remains of the train and salvaging usable 
booty (weapons, ammunition, food, medicine, clothing...) 
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8. Raids 


By fully exploiting the surprise element of a raid, it is 
possible to destroy an enemy that is superior in numbers or 
weapons. But if the raid is unsuccessful, the operation often ends 
with high losses. If the enemy has great numerical superiority and 
fights with tactical skill, this can lead to the destruction of the 
guerrilla unit. 


Therefore, the decision to raid a superior or stronger enemy, 
for example, a strongpoint, an enemy-occupied village, a staff, an 
airport, a camp, a railway station, should be considered very 
thoroughly. All circumstances must be checked. Reliable and 
secure routes of withdrawal in case of failure are a prerequisite. 


Only a leader with a very good tactical training will be able to 
plan and conduct a raid on a well-defended target. 


Improvised raids at each possible opportunity are far more 
promising and much easier than attacks against such difficult 
targets. Even smaller guerrilla units can achieve good results. Such 
possibilities are given by chance when coming upon stragglers, 
wood collection parties, messengers, lone vehicles, staff on 
reconnaissance. They may also be sought or created; for example, 
by guerrillas hiding on a train and attacking the personnel on the 
locomotive. Or by burglarizing the apartment of a functionary and 
killing him, or attacking enemy duty offices, powerplants, outposts 
that are insufficiently secured. 


Skillful exploitation of such possibilities is the nature of 
guerrilla warfare. They offer good chances of success at little risk. 


The raid of a larger target, that is easy to defend and well 
secured, for example, an enemy-occupied dwelling, requires 
careful planning. Sufficient forces must also be available. This is 
only possible for larger guerrilla units. 


The aim is destruction of important enemy installations that 
are set up there, i.e., power plants, fuel dumps, staffs etc. 

Thorough reconnaissance and_ intelligence must be 
conducted before planning. 

Strength, order of battle, armament and deployment of the 
enemy, his security and defense instructions, defensive 
installations, barriers, communication lines to neighboring 
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villages, immediate security at the operation target, must be 
established in advance. 


In order to achieve a certain familiarity with the habits of the 
enemy, intelligence and reconnaissance must be conducted over a 
longer period of time. The help of the inhabitants is absolutely 
necessary. 


The combat plan is made according to the results of 
intelligence and reconnaissance. It must primarily contain: 


a) Disposition of forces, combat means and equipment; 


b) Order of battle, allocation of security, relief assault and 
destroy groups; 


c) Assignment of the attack and destroy targets; instructions 
to the security and relief groups; 


d) Support on the part of the inhabitants or through guerrillas 
that have infiltrated; 


e) March and approach 


f) Time of attack (if necessary, attack signal) watch word, 
recognition signals 


g) Orders for withdrawal, immediate, secondary rendezvous 
points 


h) Place of the leader during the attack 


The raid must start by surprise. The operation must be called 
off if the element of surprise is lost before the attack. 


The execution of raid requires ruthless daring, energetic 
momentum and flexible improvising. Unexpected enemy defense 
must be always broken. Surprise over the defenders must always 
be taken into consideration when raiding large objects, even after 
very thorough reconnaissance. 


The first, most important aim is the simultaneous 
destruction of all securing elements if this is possible. This is best 
achieved through guerrillas that have infiltrated into the village 
before the raid and attack the sentries or guards at a 
predetermined time or signal. At the same time, all 
communications wires leading from the village are cut. 
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The second aim is to seize the most important key positions 
before the alarmed defenders can man them and at the same time 
attack the barracks, where the soldiers must be killed or contained. 


The most important rules of street combat must be observed: 
containing enemy resistance pockets through automatic weapons 
and mortars; avoiding open places and the middle of the street, 
using all possible cover that doors, corners, columns etc. offer: 
smoking out houses that are stubbornly defended with hand 
grenades, if necessary, by demolitions or by burning them out. 


Only after successful paralysation of the defenders can the 
planned destruction be executed. Unexpected disturbances must 
be quieted by the relief groups held in readiness. Unceasing 
reconnaissance during the execution of the raid must not be 
neglected. Elements must secure against neighbouring villages. 
Streets, on which enemy reinforcements may arrive, must be 
sealed with barriers. 


After execution of the operational aims on which the raid was 
based, the groups withdraw in predetermined order after the signal 
to do so has been given. The relief groups that were held in 
readiness cover the withdrawal and disengagement from the 
enemy. 


Raids against weaker objects, train stations, depots and 
supply and industrial installation outside of enemy guarded 
settlements can be conducted by small guerrilla units. These must 
be planned according to the same basic tactical rules that are valid 
for operations against strongly secured settlements. They promise 
easier success. 


9. Disengagement 


Skillful disengagement from the enemy and withdrawal after 
the execution of an operation, or when breaking off of an 
operation, is a tactical component of guerrilla warfare. Successful 
withdrawal secures the possibility of landing new surprising blows 
against the enemy. 


Withdrawal is easiest if it possible to completely destroy the 
enemy. This must be considered when choosing a target. 


Operation in which the guerrilla unit could be engaged in a 
long-lasting fight with superior enemy forces must be avoided. 
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They do not fit in with the character of guerrilla warfare because 
they make withdrawal extremely difficult. 


Concealed routes of withdrawal must always be reconnoitred 
even if success can be expected. Orders for the withdrawal along 
these routes must be given in advance. The withdrawal from the 
enemy is conducted in advance. The withdrawal from the enemy is 
conducted individually or in small groups. Rendezvous points and 
waiting times must always be ordered beforehand. In most cases, it 
is appropriate to determine an immediate RV (a — 3 kilometres) 
with a short waiting time (1 — 3 hours) and a secondary RV with a 
longer waiting time (about 24 hours). The RV points should offer 
good cover and concealment, close observation posts, and 
concealed routes of withdrawal. It is absolutely necessary to secure 
the RV. The possibility that the enemy may find the RV by treason 
must always be considered. The resting area of the unit must 
therefore be away from the RV point. Only a guide remains at the 
RV. 

Groups must always be ordered to cover the withdrawal of 
the guerrilla unit with gunfire and barriers if the operation is 
conducted by a larger guerrilla unit. It is best to give this task to 
the relief groups held in readiness. 
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Picture 20. Backtracking and Jumping Off the Track 
The guerrilla first went to the forest edge, where he 
backtracked and jumped off his tracks into a group of bushes. 
He waded through a creek in order to further conceal his 
tracks. 


Pursuit from skilful scouts, tracking dogs, and trackers must 
always be expected. All possibilities to deceive them and conceal 
one’s own track must be used. Such possibilities are: backtracking, 
cutting back, jumping off the track at suitable places, wading 
through streams. 

Setting up ambushes along the route of withdrawal now and 
then after a successful operation can lead to new success and make 
further withdrawal easier. 


10. Securing the Rest Area 


Permanent camps can only be set up in very favourable 
terrain such as widespread forests, moorlands and mountains. 

Care must be taken to camouflage the camp and the trails 
leading to it very well. A sure and safe measure is to only walk on 
hard, rocky underground. It must be avoided that beaten trails 
come into being. 

Care must be taken to secure the encamped guerrilla unit 
even where permanent camps cannot be erected. An effective 
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security measure is to change the hideouts, which can be in 
isolated farms, cellars, ruins, hunting cabins, brans, dense pine 
groves, as often as possible. 


Immediate security is ensured by listening and observation 
posts. These are supplemented by a constant reconnaissance of the 
surrounding area. The best security is achieved with the help of the 
population. Women and children may be of useful service. 


Certain unsuspicious signals for warning and alarming the 
guerrilla unit must be ordered in advance. The same holds true for 
changing code words and identification signals. Hideouts should 
have an emergency exit. 


Good protection can be achieved where it is possible to mine 
the approaches or set up booby traps using hand grenades with 
trip wires. 

Each guerrilla must always have his weapon within reach 
even when resting. 


11. Protection Against Countermeasures 


The following countermeasures may be expected from the 
enemy: 


a) Use of informants and provocateurs, 
b) Employment of special hunter forces, 
c) Encirclement and search of the operational area, 


d) Securing and guarding of all war-vital installations. 


a) The use of informants and provocateurs forces the guerrilla 
unit to reinforce their observation teams and use special 
precautions when contracting civilians. Men of confidence 
and sympathizers must be ordered to observe the enemy 
agency that recruits and employs the informants against 
guerrilla units. Informants that have been uncovered must be 
destroyed. 


b) The employment of special hunter forces by the enemy is a 
considerable problem for guerrilla fighters. It is the mission 
of these hunter forces to detect, pursue and fight the guerrilla 
units with the same means and methods — cunning, 
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camouflage, surprise — that the guerrillas use. Because of 
this, the enemy hunter forces, which consists of specially 
picked men, are particularly dangerous. Only untiring 
watchfulness and never lessening caution can protect against 
surprise attack from enemy hunter forces. It may become 
necessary to concentrate the complete guerrilla war effort in 
an operational area on destroying an especially dangerous 
enemy hunter force. 


Encirclement and search of enemy operational area requires 
a large number of troops. If the enemy sees himself forced to 
employ such measures that tie down a large number of his 
forces, this is already a success. 


Such large-scale operations must be feared less than the 
employment of hunter forces because there always are sure 
possibilities to evade: 


. Withdraw from the operational area when the enemy 


intention of encirclements has been detected; 


. Exfiltrate through the enemy lines where they are very thin 
at the beginning of the encirclement in favourable terrain; 


. Stay behind the lines in well-camouflaged foxholes or 
similar hideouts; 


. Break out of the encirclement at a weak point in the line. 


The securing and guarding of the land of all-important 
installations by the enemy makes careful reconnaissance and 
planning for all guerrilla actions, but does not make the 
actions impossible. 


There is no countermeasure of the enemy that cannot be 
rendered useless through skilful adaptation to it. 


The attitude of the population and the amount of assistance 
it is willing to give to the guerrilla unit is of great importance. 
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V. Actions Against Enemy 
Agitation 


Because of the close relationship of guerrilla warfare and 


politics, action against enemy agitation is a task that is just as 
important as interdiction and combat actions. All means must be 
used to ward off enemy influence and waken and maintain a clear 
political will. Tactical activities must always take consideration of 
this necessity. It is essential for the guerrilla unit to have constant 
news of the general situation. 


a) 


The intellectual-political instruction is intended for: 


a) the guerrilla units 


b) the population 


c) the enemy 


Because of their strenuous combat activity, the guerrilla units 
themselves need special intellectual-political care and 
leadership. Guerrilla warfare is not possible without a clear 
political will. The guerrilla not only submits to the extreme 
hardships and constant danger but also to the intellectual 
influences that are predominant in the rear area of the 
enemy. His political will must be strengthened and hardened 
against thee wearing influences, and his spirit challenged to 
constant watchfulness. 


The most effective means of intellectual-political instruction 
for the guerrilla unit is the example of their leader. If he is 
filled with a flowing love for the fatherland, prepared to 
make awry sacrifice for the freedom of his people and willing 
to bear any hardships, then his guerrillas will also. 


Warding off enemy agitation is an easy task then. 


The guerrilla must be enabled to express his political belief 
clearly and concisely through the intellectual training. He 
must be able to argue the cause of his fatherland. Of 
truthfulness, and justness with wit. 
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The population in the operation area sees the guerrilla as a 
representative of the nationhood from which they have been 
cut off. His attitude, his confidence, and unyielding will to 
fight must be a stimulus to all those with a positive attitude. 


The leader in charge of political questions has the important 
duty of establishing and maintaining contact with the 
population. This must be done under consideration of all 
precautions. 


He must find out their sufferings, worries, and opinion, and 
observe all measures of the enemy command and 
administration attentively. 


Every possibility must be used to unmask enemy agitation 
and lies, to supply the population with true news, reminding 
them of the eternal values of nationhood, and root out 
cowardly servility. 


All means to reliably spread news are good. Often the 
simplest are the most effective (mouth to mouth, chain, and 
ring letters, inceptions with chalk, paint, and stamps on 
walls, enemy billboards and proclamations, pamphlets from 
hand to hand). 


It may become necessary for larger units to acquire a 
duplicating machine or a printing press, and also material 
needed to make simple stamps. 


The achievements of the guerrilla unit must be made public 
without restraint. Friend and foe should talk of them. It is no 
disadvantage if the unit is credited with the deeds and 
capabilities that exceed its potential. 


It is wise to show restraint when requisitions and demanding 
support from the population. All unnecessary inconvenient 
and danger to the population should be avoided. The 
guerrilla unit must try to help and protect as far as this is 
possible within their mission. Traitors must be rooted out 
without pity. 


If it is possible to point out the true situation and the 
unavoidable results of the enemy’s policy, in addition to the 
initial mission, then this should be done. Suited here are 
pamphlets, handbills, and inscriptions on walls. 
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It can also be of use to let a prisoner free if he spontaneously 
shows signs of individual and political insight. The political 
leader of the unit must have this opportunity to instruct and 
influence him before this can be done. Caution must be 
exercised. The tactical mission and the security of the unit 
have priority. 
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VI. Accommodation and Food 
Supply 


1. Shelters 


Permanent camps with bunkers, log cabins, permanent tents, 
or light emergency shelters may be built if the general situation 
permits it, and the terrain offers sufficient cover and concealment. 


Such camps offer the advantage of a certain level of comfort. 
Their detection by the enemy, on the other hand cannot be 
avoided, even with the very good camouflage, because of the 
beaten trails that come into existence. 


Picture 21a. Earth bunker (cutaway) 
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Picture 21b. Earth bunker (layout) 


Temporary protection is achieved by choosing the 


construction site in unpassable terrain, Far off from the 
settlements, in a dense undergrowth. 


a) 


b) 


Bunkers and log cabins are built with simple means that are 
adapted to the available material and the skill of the 
constructors. Fanciness must be avoided. 


Adaptation to the surrounding terrain through the 
camouflage and avoiding beaten tracks are the best 
protection for a bunker. 


Construction of bunkers or huts can become an absolute 
necessity during long missions in the winter and in some 
areas. Work must start in due time in autumn. 


Tents and emergency shelters are sufficient in summer. By 
using some poles and braces, larger tents in square or 
circular form can easily be built. They offer the advantage of 
a certain living comfort. 
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The principles of careful camouflage and adaptation to the 
surrounding terrain nci also valid for tents. 
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Picture 22 and 24. Twig Hut and Twig Roof 


It cushions and protect against cold and moisture from the 
ground. 


Twig huts mat be built halfway in to the ground. They can be 
then camouflaged more easily and are much warmer. The dug-up 
ground must be carefully hidden. It is advantageous to cover the 
roof with a later of earth or snow and maybe some leaves as 
camouflage. 


Permanent shelters cannot be erected where the terrain does 
not offer adequate cover and concealment. In this case, suitable 
emergency hideous like lone farms, animal sheds, barns, hay lofts, 
and ruins must be chosen. With some skill, it will be possible to 
arrange warm places in them, even during winter. 


2. Heating and Cooking Fires 


It is necessary for the guerrilla to build fires as a source of 
warmth and to cook. Matches must always be protected against 
moisture and used very sparingly. It is a good idea to keep a small 
emergency supply in a waterproof separate container (cartridge 
shell closed with wax). Moist matches will light more easily if they 
are rubber in the hair before striking them. 

If matches are missing, it is possible to “shoot” fire in the 
following way: remove the bullet, pour most of the powder on a 
piece of paper or bark; add paper wads, dry grass, or similar 
material; stick a soft loose paper plug in the shell, fire at the 
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prepared ignition material, and blow softly. “Shooting” a fire is not 
very easy in humid air. It works better if a teaspoon of the filling 
from a flare is added to the paper. 

In strong sunlight, the fire material that was prepared can be 
ignited with the help of a lens. 

After ignition the fire is nourished further by small sticks 
with shaving (picture 25), dry pine twigs, and dry grass. 


Picture 25/26a. Star-Shaped Fire, Pit Fire Sticks with 
Shavings 


Campfires are only allowed if the enemy situation permits it. 
The most advantageous types are shown in picture 26. 


Picture 26b. Logfire and Invisible Fire 


Care must be taken to always avoid treacherous smoke and 
glow on a fire. It is best to cook at night. If it is possible to build a 
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stove, the smoke must be conducted in such a way that is disperses 
between the trees. 


3. Water 


Surface water out of streams of all kinds should always be 
boiled before use... Water purification tablets may replace this 
measure in emergencies. 


4. Latrine and Waste 


Where it is not possible to use an existing latrine, it must be 
avoided that latrines are set up near the camp so that the enemy’s 
attention is not drawn to the site. The same applies to urinating 
and dumping waste near the camp. 


5. Food Supply, Subsistence 


Staple rations must always be saved. More insufficiencies do 
not allow for them to be touched. They may only be used when 
under enemy pressure or when all other possibilities to acquisition 
food are blocked. 

Concentrated food that is supplied by air must be used very 
sparingly. 

The mess sergeant must know which amount of food is 
needed by the unit. He must then determine type and amount, and 
work out a plan — the acquisition debit — to get it. He is responsible 
for the execution of the acquisition. 
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Picture 27. Foxhole for Wounded 


Bread or flour, groats, vegetables or white cabbages, fat, and 
meat, and salt are mainly needed. 

Ready-made groats may be replaced by barley, what, rye or 
oats in emergencies. 

Calculating an amount of 2-3 kilograms raw weight of food 
per man a day adds up to about 50 kilos for a 20-man unit. That is 
about 300 to 400 kilos per weeks, which is the equivalent of one or 
two horse drawn carts. 

The acquisition plan must be based on such calculations. 

No more than one week’s supply should be kept openly in 
permanent camp. 


Picture 28. Sledge for Wounded 
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Staple supplies of long-lasting food (bacon, smoked meat, 
groats, salt, honey, etc.), if possible, to last for one month should 
be scattered throughout the operation area. Care must be taken 
that it is stored in such a way that it is safe from wild animals and 
rats. 

The food that is constantly needed is stored in well- 
camouflaged foxholes near the accommodation. It should be 
sufficient for about one month. 


Potatoes can be kept in holes and covered. 


Wheat, groats, and so forth are best buried in wooden barrels 
or boxes and sealed from the top with a water-proof wooden lid 
and a thin layer of clay etc. and then camouflaged. 


Vegetables may be buried in the same way as potatoes. 
Cabbage is best kept in wooden barrels; bacon mat be kept along 
with wheat. Fat and butter should be well sealed and poured in to 
small wooden kegs. The opening is sealed by nailing a lid on. The 
kegs are buried of hung in the trees in dense pine groves. 

In summer meat will only keep if it is heavily salted and if 
possible, smoked. In winter, meat will keep almost indefinitely if it 
is frozen. 

Tea can be made out of line blossoms, blackberry leaves, 
young leaves of wild strawberries and others. Roasted acorns, 
barley, wheat, and so one may serve as coffee substitutes. 


6. Emergency Rations 


Wooden flour is a good emergency ration. It is best acquired 
from young pine or birch trees in the following way: remove the 
outer rough bark; separate the soft, moist, later underneath it and 
cut it in to small pieces; changing the water several time, cook it 
until the resin taste is lessened; carefully dry the pieces until they 
are dry and brittle; grind down and pulverize them into flour. 

The yellow-brown wooden flour that has been obtained in 
this way can be used to extent wheat or rye flour/ It may also be 
eaten pure. To do this, prepare a dough using milk or water, roll it 
out very flat, cut it in to pieces and roast these on tin or iron pans. 


Very young spruce sprouts can be eaten raw or cooked. 
Edible mushrooms are good food; berries, also. 
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Mushrooms become poisonous after a frost, whereas many 
berries like mountain ash and barberries, only become edible and 
tasty after they have been frozen. Cranberries, whortleberries, 
elderberries, and hawthorn, which are found in moorleads, are 
very nutritious and tasty. 


Lime buds and most moss (with the exception of the 
yellowish ones), especially the greyish-white well-known reindeer 
moss, are edible. The bitter taste that is inherent in them can be 
removed by soaking them for several hours in water to which wood 
ash has been added. After that you can cook them into a mash that 
is fairly tasty. In emergencies, you can eat moss raw after washing 
it thoroughly. At the banks of rivers and lakes, you can dig out the 
thick roots of calamus reeds. They can be eaten raw, cooked, or 
baked."2 


” This chapter is very basic and not very detailed. You must remember that 
after five years of war, the German people were experts in living off the land and 
utilizing everything that was edible. Potato peels, for example were not thrown 
away! They were dried, ground, and used to extend flour. Or they were grated, 
mixed with a little bit of mashed potatoes, and fried as potato cakes. Examples of 
ingenious utilization of food sources are numerous. The authors of the manual 
could afford to be brief here because survival knowledge was common at the 
time. 
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Appendix I. 
Guideline for the Equipment 
of the Guerrilla 


E 


ach 


errilla needs: 


First-aid equipment: 


Rucksack or pack 


Small first-aid kit with basic 
first-aid instructions 


Haversack of hunting pouch 


Dressing (in the uniform) 


e Canvas piece e Chinin/Quinine3 

e __ Blanket or sleeping bag e Aspirin 

e _ Webbing or belt e _Tennelbin 

e ‘Mess kit e Prontosil 

e _ Butter dish e Pervitin 

e Cutlery e Water purification tablets 
e _ Hunting knife or dagger Each group needs: 

e Compass e Binoculars 

e _ Lighter, matches, magnifying . Flashlights 


lens, firestone 


Weapons cleaning kit 


Map case and maps 


e Sewing kit e Shovel 
e Wash and cleaning kit e Claw axe 
e __ Pencil and paper e Saw 


Calendar with rising and setting 
times of sun and moon 


Isolated stoves for solid fuel 


Watch 


Collapsible stoves for solid fuel 


Camouflage net 


Whistle 


Mosquito net 


3 Under first-aid equipment it is to be noted that Chinin/Quinine refers to 
malaria medication, Prontosil refers to an antibacterial drug, and Pervitin 
historically refers to methamphetamine. One can carry substitutes for all drugs 
listed in this manual, but carrying Pervitin has culturally and legally changed in 
the decades since this manual was written. While Methamphetamines have 
advantages (reducing fatigue, decreasing reaction time) and is still used by 
militaries all around the World, it is a highly addictive substance and long-term 
use has many ill effects. We ask you to exercise caution, while not only carrying 
it, but also in use you should choose to follow the manual in this manner. 
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Appendix II. 
Instructions for the Use of the 
March Compass 


1. March Compass and Map 


First line up the orienting arrow with the “N” and the index 
mark. Then lay the compass on the map (on the maps with grid 
lines parallel to the north-south line) so that the index mark points 
to the upper edge of the map [north]. Now the map with the 
compass is turned till the magnetic needle is in line with the 
orienting arrow. The declination (difference between magnetic and 
geographic north) does not have to be considered. Now the map is 
orientated (north). Facing in this direction, south is behind you, 
east is to the right, west is to the left. After having determined your 
position by comparing the map with the surrounding terrain, all 
points away from this position are in the same direction as on the 
map. 


2. Determining a Bearing 


1. Determining a bearing with the help of a map and a compass 
1.1. Connect the departure point with the destination point 
1.2. Lay the ruler edge of the compass along this line so that 

the arrow point to the destination point. 

1.3. On maps with grid lines, rotate the turntable of the 
compass so that it is parallel with the nearest North- 
South grid line. Memorize the number to which the index 
mark now points 

1.4. On maps without gridlines, it is sufficient to bring the 
East-West line so the turntable is parallel to the names of 
the dwellings on the map. Memorize the number that the 
index mark points to. 

1.5. You now have your bearing 
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1.6. When using the compass in the terrain, you must align 
the magnetic needle with the arrow “N.” 


2. If the destination point is visible from the departure point 
then you must: 
2.1. sight the destination point over back- and foresight with 
the mirror up. 
2.2. turn the turntable so that the magnetic needle points to 
the declination mark (which you can see in the mirror). 
2.3. The index mark now points to the bearing 


3. Marching by bearing. 


Turn the turntable so that the index mark points to the 
number of the bearing. Now turn the compass so that the magnetic 
needle points to the declination mark. The march route and 
destination point are along the extension of the index mark. 
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Appendix III. 
Airborne Operations 


1. General 


Insertion and resupply by air is conducted by parachute drop 
or by air landing with motor planes or gliders. Both types of 
operations need to be prepared by experts. Everyone who has to 
consider the possibility of air insertion or resupply must know the 
following basic principles. 


The airborne operation is dependent upon the weather. 
Especially in respect to visibility at the drop zone or landing site, 
motor failures and other circumstances. Therefore, it cannot be 
planned very far in advance as to a certain time. In resupply 
operations that serve an existing ground organization in the 
operational area, a possible operations period of at least 8 days 
must be agreed upon. The pathfinder group responsible for the 
landing light signals or beacons must be ready during this period 
of time. 


The time of arrival may be later in case of enemy contact or 
unfavourable weather, or earlier in case of strong tail wind. 


2. Parachute Drop 


The static-line parachute is used when dropping persons. 
The parachute opens automatically. The chute is absolutely safe if 
maintained properly, and there is no danger to life even with 
inexperienced men. The impact on the ground, at a rate of descent 
of about 6 meters/second, is no greater than when jumping from a 
height of 2 meters. 


Cargo drops are conducted using special weapons, and 
equipment containers and automatic parachutes. Cargo may be 
dropping by itself or combined with personnel. 

The parachutist can carry only that equipment with him that 
he urgently needs, such as rations, weapons (pistol, hand 
grenades), and other material needed for the mission. This can be 
done by carrying the equipment on the man, in the pockets, in a 
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pack tied in front of the chest, or in a bag. Untrained men are 
easily hurt when carrying rifles or submachine guns during the 
jump. This is especially the case at night. This equipment should 
be attached to the webbing and lowered by a rope so that it hangs 
underneath. All other material should be dispatched separately. 


Cargo-load drops are a subject to technical considerations. 
They are conducted under the supervision of experienced 
specialists. Of course, every member of the guerrilla unit going into 
action must know the contents of each load. The loads should be 
plainly marked with luminous paint. 


The flight route must be clearly visible. This is achieved by 
using dominant navigation points like bays, rivers, railways, 
streets, that are easily seen. Larger settlements should be avoided. 
Mountains generally are not suited as navigation points. Insertion 
is mainly conducted at night. The navigation points are recognized 
best between the 8th day before and after full moon. 


The drop zone should be sparsely populated and easily 
accessible to the flight’s position finding means. 


A large dispersion of men and material must be considered 
when choosing the drop zone. Large pastures that are fenced in by 
forests or hills, and cannot be viewed from the sides, are best 
suited. They should not have ditches, boulders or other natural or 
artificial obstructions on them. The size should be approximately 
2000 by 500 meters. 


Dispatching is conducted according to the technical and 
tactical instructions of an experienced jumper-master. The best 
flight level is at 300 meters. In order to ensure a dense landing 
when dispatching whole units, it is necessary that the men jump in 
close and fast sequence (each 2 second). Delays during the 
dispatch may endanger the complete mission. When having to 
approach repeatedly, there is no guarantee that the unit will land 
close together. 

If the unit was dropped into an area that was not foreseen for 
it, due to incorrect navigation or an emergency, it still must be able 
to operate from there are reach the operational area. Appropriate 
supplies with maps and march compass must be provided. 


When planning the mission. It must also be considered that 
radio communications may not work (Determination of land 
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messenger routes, or mail deposit sites, link-up with existing radio 
installations in the operational area.). 


A drop zone with the same characteristics as for the 
paratrooper landing zones is agreed upon for resupply operations. 


The procedure for the assembly of the groups after landing 
must be ordered in detail. First contact is made _ using 
inconspicuous sound signals (animal voices, clapping hands). 
Depending on the situation, the group gathers from the first to the 
last or vice-versa. If cargo has been dispatched before the men, the 
group gathers towards the first man. If the cargo has been 
dispatched before the men, the group gathers towards the first 
man. An alternate assembly point or RV must be ordered in all 
situations so that men who have been carried away from the drop 
zone can join their group later on. In order to assist the airplane in 
finding the drop zone, the unit already is the operational area uses 
direction, finding equipment or sets up visual signs that were 
agreed upon. 


These signs must consist of a simple, clearly visible 
geometrical symbol that rules out any confusion. (Example: an 
isosceles triangle with a base of 70 meters and two sides of 100 
meters.) White sheets are laid out in daytime at the cornerpoints. 
At night, fires are lighted that are prepared by heaping up wood. 
Incendiaries should be used to light them quickly. They are lighted 
as soon as the listening post hears the first motor noise. It must be 
possible to keep the fire burning for a longer period. As soon as the 
airplane has reached the drop zone, a flashing light should be 
shined. Flares may only be used if the enemy cannot see them. 


3. Air Landings 


Air landings are dependent upon a number of very different 
and variable conditions from case to case. There will always be the 
exception. 


Landings of airplanes are only to be planned if preparation 
are possible by an organization already in the operational area. In 
general, an expert may be dropped in to check the suitability of the 
site for landing and starling. Where this is not possible, the 
following guidelines must be used. A motor vehicle should be able 
to drive over the field at a speed of approximately 60 
kilometres/hour. The landing site should be completely flat 
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without natural or artificial obstacles. It should not be too soft. 
Also, the immediate surrounding terrain should not have any high 
obstacles in order to ensure low entry and exit. 


The landing site is marked with lights or white sheets 
according to the agreed sign. In general, a site of 2000 x 2000 
meters will be required. 


The same rules as for airplanes also apply to gliders. But the 
distance needed for landing may be reduced to approximately 30 
meters through the use of braking parachutes or rockets. Night 
landings without preparation by an existing organization are not 
possible, even for gliders. In general, the insertion will be in the 
early hours of dawn. But even then, considerable casualties must 
be expected in case of ground fog. 

The execution of a glider insertion is extremely dependent 
upon the careful choice of the glider pilot. He must stay with the 
guerrilla unit after the landing and should be used as an expert on 
all questions concerning air operations. 
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